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May  2010 
 

3 Morning Assembly 8:15 a.m. 
      DIBELS Testing K-3rd  
5    In A Heartbeat Babysitting Class 
6 Choir & Band Concert 
7 Spirit Day  
8 8th grade Graduation Dinner 
      7th & 8th grade Dance 
10  Sports Recognition  
12 In A Heartbeat Babysitting Class 

Preschool Open House  
      New Parent Orientation  
13 VAPO Meeting  
       AZ Instruction Drama Show 
18 Honor Roll Ceremony 
20 Science Fair 
26 8th Grade Field Trip  
28 Early Release 12:15 p.m. 
       8th Grade Graduation 

Main Number: (623) 516-7747 
Reception Desk:  ext. 101 

Attendance:   ext. 108 

Nurse:    ext. 105 

Discipline Issues:  ext. 115 

Business Issues:  ext. 116 

Parent Room (VAPO):  ext. 308 

Principal/Asst. Principal:  ext. 115  

Important Numbers  

Volume 15: Issue 8 

Important Dates  

Board Meetings  
 

The Board of Directors meets on the fourth 
Thursday of each month unless otherwise 
posted.  All regular meetings are open to the 
public, and parents are encouraged to attend. 
   
If you wish to contact members of the Board, 
you may send a letter to the school or leave a 
message with Jeannine at ext. 116. 

Starting June 1, 2010 summer office hours will be: 
 

Monday - Thursday, 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Closed Fridays 

Principalôs Point  
 

Summer camp, swimming pools, road trips:  

these are the things our students may be    

thinking of as the end of the school year       

approaches.  My thoughts, however, are already focused on 

August, when I have the honor of beginning the new school 

year as your principal.  I have experienced Valley from almost 

every perspective: a parent, aide, teacher, and assistant principal.  At each step I 

have sought to learn more and do more.  I look forward to applying my unique 

perspective and skills to continuing Valley Academyôs success as an  

academically excellent, financially stable, traditional charter school. 

 

First on my priority list is the students.  The impact on studentsô academic      

success and growth will be the driving force behind each decision I make.          

Traditional education offers a firm foundation in basic knowledge and personal 

discipline that our students will need through high school, college, and on into 

their adult lives.  I will continue my strong commitment to traditional education 

and high academic standards because I believe that is in the studentsô best       

interests. 

 

Second, I plan to support and encourage the strong, committed staff that Valley 

already has.  So much about our teachers is already great; I want to see those 

things continue and then adjust what is good to be even better. 

 

Finally, I value the opportunity parents have at our school to be involved and to 

have their concerns heard and acted upon.  I trust that you all will continue your 

support of the school with your time and actions.  Please know that I am         

interested in your constructive input, and I look forward to working with each of 

you throughout the coming years. 

 

My vision for this year is not to make any sweeping changes but to continue  

Valleyôs excellent academics and fair and balanced discipline.  Above all, I want 

to ensure that working together to educate children at Valley is an enjoyable   

experience for students, staff, and parents alike. 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Wilber 



 

 

  

J In order to help keep all of our children healthy, please remember that 

children must be fever-free for 24 hours before they may come back to school.  

 

J Please remember that students may not carry any form of medication on 

campus, including over the counter medication or vitamins. If your child needs to take a medication during the school 

day, please bring it in to the nurseôs office in its original container.  Thank you! 

J Please be sure to send a water bottle with your child on a daily basis. We want to be sure to keep the students well 

hydrated. 

J We started this year with more than 30 belts and we now have none. If you could, please return any borrowed belts. We would 

really appreciate it. Also, if you have any belts to donate, that would also be appreciated. Thanks! 

Health Office News 
Mrs. Susan McIver, R.N.  

Mrs. Joanne Priest, R.N.  

Attendance  
If your child is absent, please remember to call the  
attendance line at (623) 516-7747 ext. 108, by 9:00 
a.m. Please leave and spell the first and last name of 
your child. If this information  cannot be understood, we 
will be unable to excuse the absence.  If you wish  
to request homework , please do so at that time.  
Teachers must be given appropriate time to gather the 
work.  Homework requested after 11:00 a.m. will not be 
available until the next day.  The homework can be 
picked up in the office at the end of the school day.  
Thank you. 

Congratulations, to Sammy K. from Mrs. Biesemeyerôs class 

who won the Valley Academy Geography Bee and went on to 

the State Geography Bee. 

News from the Art Room  
 

Natalia D.ôs self portrait (acrylic on canvas) was on display 

at both the Irish Cultural Center &  Phoenix City Hall as part 

of the Sister Cities International Exhibitions during the 

month of April!  

 

Kailee U. & Joel T. had watercolor paintings on display at 

the Art Institute of Phoenix in the statewide Vasa Exhibition 

for Jr. High & High School students, April 18 ï May 2. 

 

We hope you enjoyed viewing Valley studentsô artwork on 

display during Valley Academyôs Read ón Roll sock hop. 

Each student had a personal best piece on display and      

received their ñSmART Award!ò 

 

Congratulations to our wonderful hard working students for 

a great and productive year in Art Class! 

Babysitting and 

First Aid Training  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What: Babysitting/First Aid 

training that provides instruction on the skills necessary to 

administer responsible and safe care for children and infants. 
 

Who:  Girls and Boys, 5th ï 8th grade  
 

Where:  Valley Academy Charter School  
 

When: Wednesday, May 5th and 12th, 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

              2 Week Session 
 

Cost:   $45 
 

Course instruction includes: basic care giving skills,  

emergency situations, CPR/First Aid skills, house rules, and 

job finding tips. 
 

Enroll your child now to get ready for their successful  

       babysitting business. 

A snack will be provided. 

Class size is limited. 

Register at the front office.  
 

If you have any questions, contact Judy Edgell at  

623-332-2139 or inaheartbeatllc@gmail.com 

Early Release and Last Day of School  
 

May 28th is early release and the last of day of school. 

Lunch will not be served. Here are the school hours: 

 

Kindergarten - 8th: 8:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

Year End Parties 
 

Remember that year end parties are for the 

current students of Valley Academy.   

Valley Academy prohibits former students, minor     

siblings, friends of students, and underage relatives 

from attending class parties. 



 

 

Future VAPO Meetings 
 

May 13th from 8:15 a.m. ï 10:00 a.m. 
 
*The date and time is subject to change. 

Spirit Day Ice Cream  
 

Spirit Day Ice Cream sells for 50¢ or use your 

 pre-purchased ice cream card.  Spirit Day is 

usually the first Friday of every month.  Students 

may wear their Spirit Day T-shirts and buy an ice cream at 

lunch with their pre-paid ice cream card or for 50Â.  So, donôt 

forget Spirit Day is Friday, May 7th!  Ice cream sales run from 

11:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m. in the MPR. If you are interested in  

volunteering to assist with Spirit Day Ice Cream, we are  

looking for three volunteers every month.  Please  

contact Pamela, VAPO President @  

602-799-9753 or psilva5@cox.net volunteer for this event. 

Recycling Reminder 
 

As a reminder to all parents, teachers, students, 

and staff, our paper recycling bin is located   

behind the gates at the north part of the campus.  

We are looking for paper products such as catalogs, yellow 

pages, newspapers, papers, magazines and such.  Please do 

not place any trash or cardboard materials of any kind in 

the paper recycle bin. We will be having a paper recycling 

drive the week of May 10th-14th. Please bring any of the               

recommended products and help us to reach our 1 ton goal! 

Request for 2010-2011 VAPO Council Members  

Dear Parents, 

I would like to take this opportunity to request that you    

seriously consider taking on a leadership role in the Valley 

Academy Parent Organization. We currently have 7 council 

seats without leadership: School Support, Campus Pride,   

Extracurricular, Recognition, Student Relations, Fundraising 

and Special Events. Please look at the VAPO brochure as to 

what events are covered by these council seats. If we are   

unable to fill the council seat positions these events are in 

serious jeopardy of being eliminated from the 2010-2011 

school year. Without these events our children will be     

missing out on many of their favorite activities and we will 

not be able to provide funds to meet some of the needs and 

requests that have been made to VAPO by our teachers. I 

urge you to take this opportunity to have an 

active share in an organization which      

directly benefits your children. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela Silva 

VAPO President 2009-2010 

Lost and Found Reminder 
 

Lost and found items will be donated to charity on May 28, 

2010. Please check the MPR and the VAPO room prior to the 

last day of school if you have any misplaced items. 

Used Uniforms 
 

Thank you to all who have so generously donated their used 

uniforms to VAPO this year. Your generosity blesses many 

families! In order to utilize the 2-for-1 uniform offer, the      

uniform guidelines must first be met. Please note the guidelines 

for uniform donations below:  
 

All clothing should:  
 

Adhere to school uniform policy (no denim, capriôs, etc.).  
 

Be without fading, staining, or rips. However pants with 

holes in the knees may be donated; we have a volunteer  

willing to perform alterations, turning those pants into 

shorts for us. 
 

We appreciate your understanding on this matter. If you have 

any questions or concerns about our used uniforms, feel free to 

call Heather Loveless at 602-670-0518. 

 

New Parent Orientation Dates  
 

May 12, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 

June 16, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 

July 28, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. 



 

 

      Weôre down to the last month for the 
   Labels Collection Contest.   Things are heating      
  up and the race is on to the finish.  Are you ready for a                        

 party?  Are you ready for a good time?  Will your class                              
 be in the top ten?   Whoôs in first place?  Whoôs in                                         

 second and third?  Whoôs going to beat whom    
 for tenth place?   Inquiring minds want to know! 

 

1
st

 Place = Pizza & Ice Cream Party 
   2

nd 
Place = Pizza Party 

          3
rd

 Place  = Ice Cream Party 
                                4

th
-10

th
 Places = Candy Bar   

                                                                    Parties will be held May 21
st
 during  

              lunchtime.  

Last D
ay to

 

turn in
 Box 

Tops fo
r th

e 

contest is
   

May 4th .  

Volunteer of the Month News  
 

March was another outstanding month for volunteers! Obviously, the Spring Festival took many, many hours of planning and work. 

It definitely couldnôt have been done without our volunteers! How can we ever thank you all?  The ñVolunteer of the Monthò for 

March was Amy Joy Wilson, who so generously spent 54 hours on school related work! Congratulations and thank you, Amy Joy! 
 

Parents/grandparents who volunteered over 30 hours during March: 
 

Audra Nuttall (VOM 10/09) 79 ¾ hours 

Darby Skow (VOM 1/10)  68 ¾ hours 

Cathy Reiker   52 ¾ hours 

Allison McKee   49 ¼ hours 

Vicki Lowery    48 2/3 hours 

Linda DiModugno  45 ½ hours 

Rosemary & Jameson Berry 43 2/3 hours 

Donna Padilla & Rachelle Kramer (VAPO) each 41 1/2 hours 

Heather Loveless (VAPO) & Dawn Stevens (VOM 12/09) each 39 ½ hours 

Laurie & Frank De La Cruz 38 hours 

Richard & Ginalee Hansen  34 ¼ hours 

Tracy Williams (VOM 2/10) and Lisa Schulte (VAPO) each 32 ½ hours 

Sue Lane (VOM 9/09) and Valeen Palomo each with 30 hours 
 

Can you believe it? Another mind-boggling total of over 802 hours from just those mentioned above! 

Thank you always seems inadequate ï but it comes from the heart! Valley Academy parents are the best and they should be proud of 

themselves! 




